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THEY INDICT THEMSELVES.
By DANIEL DE LEON

printed circular has reached this office, dated Tampa, Fla., Nov. 14, 1900,

and signed “International Cigarmakers’ Union No. 336.” The circular

purports to give the International Cigarmakers’ side of the story in the

conflict that has broken out between it and “La Resistencia,” an
independent local of cigarmakers in Tampa. Last Sunday’s DAILY PEOPLE
published La Resistencia’s statement.! It is a great pity that the extraordinary
length of the statement now issued by Union 336 makes impossible the giving of it
also in full. Unable to reproduce it, we shall mention its salient features. These
certainly are worth knowing.

The statement of Union 336 is addressed to the businessmen, but more
especially to the cigar manufacturers of Tampa. These are told that Union 336,
together with its national organization, the International Cigarmakers’ Union, is a
“conservative organization,” whereas La Resistencia is depicted as a revolutionary
affair, a body of “malcontents,” presumably, of course, malcontents with the existing
social conditions; that Union 336, together with the whole International Union,
consists of “American workingmen,” and the inference is allowed to transpire that
the La Resistencia body consists of non-American workingmen; the further point is
made against La Resistencia that it is guided by “imported agitators”; and finally
the attention of the manufacturers is called to the great advantage to them of
having Union 336 men for their employees, on the allegation that these men are
infinitely more helpless in their dealings with the manufacturers than La
Resistencia men would be. The exact language upon this last point is as follows:
“This Union must, by its law and constitution, get a general vote of all American
Unions of cigarmakers before your factories are closed by a strike”; this Union,
consequently, “is a better friend to you than a local Union like the Resistencia,”

1 [“Union Wrecking: Cigarmakers’ International Arousing Race Prejudice and Forming Rival
Unions.” Daily People, Sunday, November 18, 1900. Reproduced on page three. Enlarge to
read.—R.B.]
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which “can vacate your tables on an instant’s notice,” and thus “damage your best
interest.”

Union 336 could hardly have drawn a fuller indictment against itself, along
with its Gompers-Strasser-Maroushek-Dan Harris International organization of
cigarmakers. Out of its own mouth it stands convicted a body inspired wholly by
sentiments, views and principles that are repulsive to Labor, and that can only be a
curse to the Working Class.

It is not the voice of honorable Labor that ever breathes race or national
distinctions. These distinctions are levers for the capitalist, the exploiter, to wield.
The workingman who stirs up these distinctions is a reprobate; the organization of
workers that utters such language is a libel upon a Labor Organization.

It is not the voice of virile Labor that ever is heard expressing “contentment”
with existing conditions; least of all is it the voice of virile Labor that would ever
take from the lips of the fleecers themselves the word “malcontent” with which
these ever seek to stigmatize the virile worker, who, chafing under the yoke of
capitalism, seeks to emancipate himself. The workingman who applies the word
“malcontent” to his fellow wage slave is a poltroon; the organization of workers,
guilty of such an act, is a barn of white-livered dunghill-cocks.

It is not, no, never is it the voice of loyal Labor that will make a virtue out of its
own weakness with the capitalist, and that will raise the colors of the “Employer’s
Interests” above the colors of the “Interests of Labor.” The workingman who
hucksters his services with praises of his own “inoffensiveness” to the exploiter is a
deserter; the workingman or organization of workers, that would warn the exploiter
against the wage slaves who organize in such manner as to be most powerful in
their conflicts with Capital,—such an organization is a traitor to the Working Class.

After sinning on these cardinal points, and standing branded by its own irons
as a prostituted concern, it can hardly add much to the infamy of Union 336 that
even in its cowardly posture, the colors it flies are fraudulent.

0Odd, indeed, must sound the charge against the La Resistencia agitator that he
is “imported,” when the charge comes from an organization whose Organized
Scabbery swarms with such malodorous importations as the Marousheks, the
Gomperses, the Strassers, the Dan Harrises, etc., etc., etc. Again, the infamy of
Union 336 gains deeper dye—a dye that spreads over the whole International
Union, which it seeks to boister itself with—, when its claim is considered that, by
the International Union’s laws, “no shop can be closed by a strike without a general
vote of all the Unions.” What about Davis’s shop in this city? No such general vote
has been taken; indeed, none such is needed; the shop itself voted over-whelmingly
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against a strike; and yet it was pronounced on strike by the “imported” agitators, in
violation of the actual law of the International Union; and, based on this violation of
its own laws, the Organized Scabbery of the International Union have had the
effrontery to calumniate the Alliancemen who went {back} to work at Davis’s
despite the bogus strike.

The organization of labor that is not planted squarely on the class struggle can
develop only in one direction,—the direction of a buffer for the capitalist class, run
by the Labor Lieutenants of Capital. Pure and simpledom is the enemy born of the
Working Class: it is twin brother to the Capitalist Class. The statement of Union
336, together with the conduct of the rest of the International Union, furnishes,
though merely cumulative, still valuable evidence of this fact.

"~ UHION WRECKING.

CIGARMAKERS INTERNATIONAL AROUS-
“ING RACE PREJUDICE AND FORM.
' ING RIVAL UNIONS,

[EESREPRY

Organized Scabbery Resorts to Force in
Tampa—In the Intercst of the Bosses
It 'Would Smash a Stroug Union,
Statement Issued on the Snb_‘ech

TAMPA, Fia, Nov. 16.—The officers,
the Organized Scabbery, of the Cigar-
makers Internatioxal Union, these “anti
upion ‘wreekers,” are making a desperate
attémpt- to wreck La Resistencia, the
trades union organization of the cigar-
makers. in «this section of the country.
It culmidated last night i an attack on
one of thotlargest cigar factories in the
city,  The. building was cyowded with
men and wpmen and for halt an hour the
International men fired shot after shot
at the building., Over 800 shots were
fired, but fortunately no ome was ia-
Jured. g

“The detsrmined effort to smarh La
Resistencia Is due to the fact that the
Jaternational officers draw no dues from
it.

The following statement was lssucd
Jast week, ’

TO THE PEOPLE OF TAMPA:

No, it is not true, as it has been stated
by .the officers of the . International
Union, that the comflict hetween their
union and the Resistencia is due to race
prejudices. No, it is not trae, as they
say through the press, that the Cubans
refusq: to work: with Americans in the
elgar -factories. La Resistencia is com-
poséd .ot several nationalities, including
many ‘Americans, and Americans are to-
‘day *meémbers of our Exccntive Board.
The Cuban element.is the one that pre-
dominates—constitytes the majority of
our members, because they are the
strength .and chief :factor that sustains
and gives life to the Havand clgar in-
dustryl”-And to illustrate it, here are
some. fagts; ;ng:;an fro

Ny B

'»E‘u‘bnns T 1
paniards.*

iAmeticans  * o’

Italiang - 4 - ¢,

Others., ¢ “

i o_tluls‘._....;,..,"..“..........2,880

\“As can be seen, we aro not exclusivists.

Thae conflict now existing is due to the
absorbent spirit; absolute and unjust, of
-the officers.of tho International Uniom,
whichi . forgetting that all of its Union
jn-the loenlity is due to the Resistencin,
.has pretended to dominate all and ab-
;gorb it in-the most brutal way, boasting
of aostrength it did not have, and of

vourse; found- itself foiled when the test
came. o
The oficers of the International, with-
out stopplng to think that thelr union 18
too. .absolutist. to be accepted by the
Havann Cigarmakers, made vain by the
relative growth of their local union, due
-to+the infilnence and favors of the Resis-
fencla, tried to do as-they alrcady have
dotie in other regions; to present defint-
tive battle to the Resixtencia so as 1o

anaul it or arbsorh it. and to this end !

they prepared an agnbuseade. using as
tonlg the new union of strippers organ-
fmed by them.  .as the International
never had n strippers’ anpex, they or-
gnnized them into the American Federa-
tion of Laboar, an act opposed ta all prin-
cipics ot trades uniobistn and to the
friendly spirit they should have shown
tawards the strippers’ union already ex-
isting and mfilisted with La Resistencia.

We knew of their act in regard to the
arganizisy of the strippers, but never
protested, as we have becn aiways wil-
ling to be liberal in this respect, but we
were soon to find out the meaning of
said new union. They had not been or-
#nanized two months, with scarcely
hnndred members, when a  ditfeulty
arose hetween members of our union and
the employer in a certain shop. e
xeemed to accede, but on Saturday they
were vietimized, and when their secre-
tary went to redress their wrongs nnd
called upon the remaining strippers to
sustein her, they simply said they had
joined the International, and of course
we called out our mes.

This has not been the only unfriendly
rhop ‘thc Tnternational delegate was un-
_derm:ning the strippers, and we thought
it was high time to interfere, and we did
interfere to save our sister union.

This hans not been the only untriendly )

act of the Internationa). In their news-
paper and jn their relatlons with our
central committee, they have always
looked for and brought conflicts and dis-
cord, which only have been avoided by
the great prudence of our comumittemen.

' It is an open secret that the oflicers of

\ the International have predicted on
i street cornery, I all places, that soon
itheirs would be tho only unfon in the
locality: that those Cubans and Spuni-
ards who did not desire to join the In-
ternational would have to come in by
foree, because they would provoke a
Reneral strike, and that in two or three
weekx the funds of the Resistencia
vould be wiped out and the International
Tould be then master of the. sftuntion.

stho, munor. Kl over. that. ju September
i3 _g_e'r‘, -would be a genera! strike ask-

Ing for & raise of $4 per thousand—a
rumor that we knew where it had start
cd._nnd .thevre(ore took precautions.

Koowing as they know our temper, '
they had hopes that with such a rumor
we would ‘be getting impatient and
“_'ould ﬁnnl}y Present onrselres the pe-
tition ' for ' snid raise of $4. When,
through our prudent course in this mat-
ter, they saw their plans foiled, and
knowing “that the great federation of
the Havana cigar industry was about
to be realized, they decided to preeipi
tate matters and proveke the confiic
anyway, and to this end they took hold
of a few and candid stripperg, to 1
Qs & cat’s paw, who would unthinkingly
lend themselves to the plans of the of:
ficers of the International unjon, who!
only ‘see and only have as goal their ;
personnl ' aggrandizement, even if 1lxcy|
rizlk‘the welfare of organized Jabor. |

As our paper, “La Federaccion,” kept !
silent as to the attacks, unjust and rude
as they were, hurled at us from the:
columns of their organ in the press, our
coinmittee was forbenring and dignified .
before the aggressions and informalitie
of the executive board -of the Iaterna-:
tional, they thought we were cowed by !
fear ‘and were atraid of their humbug|
claims of milllons untold and power |
without limit, and that they only would i
have to shove us and we would'
coma 1o the ground, ' They went to the -
fight bragging, or, better to say, order-'
ed out our people who accidentally be-
long to the International, and fheir show
was that of a balloon that being pricked,
bursted, to the general amusement of a
thinking people,

Now they want to take refuge in the
folds of the banner of patriotism and
wish’ to incense sgainst us the opinion
ot .tho honest American people who are
strangers to the tobacco industry, say-
ing that we refuse to work with Ameri-
cans and 'that the Jiberties of the vepub-
lie are at stake if we do not recognize
the union card of the International
union.

Deceivers! The republic and its liber-
ties arc in danger! To what low netinns
do defeat and lack of honesty compel
certin kinds of men,

Tell us, autoeratic officers of the In-
ternational union, does not the sume
danger exist to the sncred and free
American jnstitutions when you compel
by foree that every cigarmaker join yonr
union in those regions in which yon have
the strength to compel them? Did not
the same danger exist when in New
York you crushed the more liberal union
of cigarmakers called the Progressives,
and- whi conifeellok by al]l meaos
WY TR Wkion? DId not the same
danger exist (which is only the boger)
when, about the 1st of May last, you
compelled ‘several indepéndent organiza-
tions ,to join your unlon? How about
Philadelphia) In all) these cases 11

light of liberty and the republic shor »
upon you, but when you see that your
uafon ean't be imposed upon us, then;
that very sun is celipsed, and sccing
everything black, you cnll in to your
help the authorities and the Ameriean
people nagalnst a horde of ANAR-
CHISTS and ungrateful CUBANS, But
the thinking American people will zee
through your:#oarse plot and give right
and justice to those that are cutitled to
them, as is their wont to do.

Your game is too well known for us to
stop in our organizing mnrch. We look
: to the unity and federation of the Ifa-
i vapa  workers, lrmespective of races,
! creeds or nationalitien. We wish to see
an organization in every lorality better
suited to our interest and character and
the special conditions of our industry.
We will exhort, as we have before ex-
horted, the Clear Havana cigarmakers
to be calm and dignitied in their actions.
Our conduct Is unimpeachable. The
people of Tampa know us to be the chief
cause of the progress of the community
in all branches. They know us to Dhe
laborious and law-abiding, aud we will
have their sympathy—in fact, we al-
rexdy ‘heve it.

Wa must keep on our highminded
policy, we must remain firmly entrenched
within the bounds of our inalineable
.rights. Our federation will he & xuc-
¢ess epnd will. add not only glory and
 Juster to the city of our adoption, bnt he
a factor in the welfare of humanity,
bringing about. the true Brotberhooil of
Men. LA FEDERATION.
.SIGNED: -

By the Sccretary of the Cigarmakers,

- 2880 strong.

"By the Secretary of the- Packers, 120

' strong. . )

By the Secretary ot the Pickers, 1060

. BLrORg

!By the:Seeretary of the Banders, 20
L. atrong.

iBy tha Secretars of the Strippers, 1248
L atrong. .

,the: Seeretary of Shop Employes,
00 strong.

By 24 Seeretary of Employes of Bars
and Restaurants, 150 strong. 4654
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